It may be proper to state, before going farther, that the substance in question is a diseased portion of rye, consisting of enlarged or elongated grains, projecting from the spike or panicle to which they belong, and in shape resembling the spur of a cock. It may also be noticed, that it is commonly employed either in the form of powder or infusion; in the former case, it is more speedily administered, but more readily occasions nausea; while, in the latter, and when given in large doses, it produces heat and pain in the epigastric region.
Great difference of opinion prevails, not only as to these points, but also respecting the specific influence, which is alleged to belong to medicine, in expediting parturition. As it is universally admitted that the utility of every medicine must be established by carefully observed and accurately recorded facts, I In the course of a few hours, the tumour was discovered to be in the vagina. Four days after the exhibition of the ergot, the polypus fell off.
It has also been found beneficial in promoting the expulsion of the placenta.
